It’s Westinghouse High School!

The Pride of the Community



Introduction

Every school has a story that lives in the Westg‘ghouse High
chool

hearts and minds of the students and faculty.
Three communities (Homewood-Brushton, .
Lincoln-Lemington,Larimer{Little Italy} came m
together to create an impressive collection of
success spanning the twentieth century. VERRBOOK
Look at a snapshot of the past where youth
and opportunity met and thrived.

Hail to Westinghouse High School!




Early Beginnings

While many believe

its present site at the corner of
Murtland Avenue and Monticello,
records show it all began at
another location.




First Building

The original House started
at this school on Brushton
Ave. and Baxter St. in 1912.
As the community, grew it
needed a new and better
facility to match students’
and faculties’ interests. They
wanted success.




Silver Lake & Field

Construction began in 1916.
However, WW | prevented its
completion until 1924. Build
next door to Silver Lake, it
was a natural outdoor arena
equipped for outdoor sports.
Bottom photo shows dirt field
with bleachers on right. Lake
was on the left. School is

above bleachers not pictured.

THE WESTINGHOUSE BOWL
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The “House” and Our Football Field

It was a dirt field. Oiled once a year.



George Westinghouse

George Westinghouse,
Homewood resident,
Inventor and businessman
IS the school's namesake.
In 1918 his former home,
Solitude, was razed and
the land given to the City of
Pittsburgh to establish
Westinghouse Park.
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Let the honors begin!
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Excited to be in the new school,
students and faculty focused on
making themselves and the
school shine. They challenged
each other to do their best and
be the best in everything -
academics, sports, and music.




Football Is on Top

"Throughout the 20th century, the
Bulldogs left an indelible mark in
the history of Western PA High
School Football. It paved the way
for our other sports to realize
championship trophies as well.”
Football was the activator.
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Our first Football Champlonshlp was won by the
1919 squad. But our 1921 team was labeled as
the starter of House Championships with a 7-0-1
record. Noted that only 14 points were scored
against us. We tied Rochester for the WPIAL
Championship. Reporters wrote that it was an
outstanding game for the Silver Lakers/ Bulldogs.



Westinghouse Athlete of the Centur

\ Joseph "Showboat" Ware

Played on 1928 & 1930 Championship

teams along with Bobby Dye. He
earned 12 varsity letters in football,
baseball, basketball, & track. Played in
the Negro Baseball League 1932

Pittsburgh Crawfords.




Pete Dimperio
1946-1966

He continued winning City Titles
until 1952 season when 22 seniors
graduated. The streak started
again in 1954. A little hiccup
happened in 1962. The Bulldogs
lost the playoff tie game 7-7 to
Peabody on first downs This was
heart wrenching for entire school.
Bulldog tenacity brought the City
Title back. Pete retired in 1966
having a record of 151 wins- 29
losses- 5 ties and 17 City League
Titles.



New Coaches on the Scene

Rudy Muslin 1967- 1970 Fred Malins 1971- 1977
With squad position
changes, Muslin was
able to grab the 1970
City Title back

to the House . After
4 years he retired with

Coached 7 years with a
record of 44 wins-10 losses-
2 ties. Declining enrollment
In 1973 saw the Mean
Thirteen only 13 players.
The House bounced back
and tied with Peabody for
the 1976 Title.

28 wins-7 losses.



George "Spider” Webb 1978-2001

All-City 1963 Bulldog, he became

head coach in 1978. He knew what it
took to have a winning team.

Changing to a T-formation it allowed his
players to gel and regain a spirit of
pride. A milestone in 1996, the 500th
win. Only six WPIAL teams had done
so. His record 155 wins-80 losses-5
ties. He retired after 24 years and 5 City
Titles
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We're Playing BasketbﬂI

Basketball brought fame and glory to
the House as well. Bulldogs were
City League Champs first in 1919.
Ten City League Championships
were earned from 1943-1998. There
were outstanding players in those
years too.




Hoop ST;rs *%(:

Tne athleticism of Charles "Chuck" Cooper and William
Nurln_tL)rought the House the 1943 and '44 City League
Titles.Cooper v was the 1st African American drafted in NBA.

Nunn 2nd from Ieft
Cooper 3rd in ) =

J. Bisceglia. W. Nunn, C. Cooper P. DeVaughn, A. Bonomo. C >ach R. Zahmiser
1943 Pit burgh City League Champiou
= e == e




More Hoop Stars - . =«
ﬁ*’a“r ice Stokes Maurice Stokes and Ed
eSS Fleming added 1950 and '51
City Championship Titles.
Stokes and Fleming also
., played in the NBA and Nunn
A Team of Destiny 1949 -1950

L-R: Billy ?eatross(lZ.),Gene Phelps(9), was a sco Ut .I: or th e S tee I ers.
Jack Nunlist(6),Maurice Stokes(3),

Ed Flemming(16), & Dino Savio(7).




Lady Bulldogs

With the passing of Title 9 equality in women's
sports, high schools were eager to comply. The
Lady Bulldogs in the late eighties began a new
wave of winning spirit. They captured City League
Championship Titles in 1983 & 4, 1989, 1995,
1997, 2001, 2003 and 2007. Go Ladies!



==\ Music inthe House
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Westinghouse Music Program took on a unique life
when two new teachers arrived. One was the
iInstrumentalist and the other the vocalist.

Carl McVicker and Birdie Nichols brought

recognition to the House in the Pittsburgh area and
across the country.
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“Pittsburgh Music History wrote that
Mr. McVicker instrumental music teacher
produced many renowned jazz and
classical musicians. He encouraged all
students to pursue their musical talents.
His students learned to blend music in
various keys. Started a swing band called
the “K-Dets” in addition to orchestra and
marching band.
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Take note of two
names ---

Jake Milliones -
School Board Director

Dr. Nelson

Harrison- world
class musician,

educator, psychologist

1957 K-Dets

_.q

Seated: Bill Novalis, Hiram Baker, George

Sranding: Albert

K-DI

Sponsor—Mr.

Smith, Jake Milliones, v

Harrison, Murray Jeflerson, Tom Mills,

Phil Fandozzi.
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MeVicker

Green, Ruleigh Solomon, Fat Prattis,

ke Boyce, Godfrey Mills, Nelson
aEwlt-li:; %‘rsul!:ci‘ral Bilbray, Paul Hord,



Former Student Quote ! .‘ .a

“He was quite innovative. He had four
ensembles, the Beginners Orchestra,
the Junior Orchestra and the Senior
Orchestra, and then he started the K-
Dets(?). It was unique, an all-
American Classical/Jazz band, to
be in a high school around 1946. [
think it was very innovative, very
unique on his part.” Ahmad Jamal
WKCR Radio Interview 1995 Teenie Harris photo - Carnegie Museum




| Westinghouse Marching Band

One important part of any hlgh
school is a marching band. We had
the greatest. At parades, pep rallies,
football games, our band starred.
The halftime show had the fans
jumping in the stands as the “W”
formation started. Next, came

“Hats Off’, a salute to student body,
football team and all alumni in
attendance. It was electrifying!




Birdie Director of choral music at the
Nichols

House, Nichols had three choral
groups, each a step toward the
ultimate goal, the famous concert
choir. Concert Choir recorded 2
albums: Christmas Magic & Live at
the Rotunda. Her students learned
more than how to sing. She taught
them the basics of sight reading and
music theory. A remarkable teacher!




Just a little more f

“They had to study all styles of music, the classical,
which was European music; American music and the
music of the spirituals, which | felt was important in their
education,"” Birdie Nichols said.

After 16 years, Nichols -affectionately called “Aunt
Birdie” - left Westinghouse and started a musical group
with her former students called Glorious Rebirth.



Accolades Abound

Any visitor to WHS could not miss the sparkle of the trophy cases..
One football trophy found a home here- PA Pitt Hat given by the
Chamber of Commerce each year. Warner Brothers Belmar
Theater presented a football trophy in 1931. Other sports added
trophies as well. Our Volleyball team’s earned Pittsburgh Press &
Post Gazette trophies 5 times: 1924-28 and in 1931. The Volleyball
team took the first Annual PIAA Championship in 1936. Track and
field was not to be outshined with 8 City Titles and 1 for WPIAL
Relay Champs. Men’s gymnastics supplied 4 trophies. Impressive!



Spotlight on Alumni

The House boasts a stellar group of graduates'who have
achieved success in their fields of endeavor. They took the
Westinghouse sense of self-worth and pride that they could
accomplish anything and they did. If you look in sports, music,
law, medicine, writers, politicians, military and other fields, trust
you'll find a Westinghouse Grad.The Wall of Fame lists them.
There are probably others who are unsung. Look closely as we
have a history to make us proud. Check it out!




At one time, Westinghouse had: —— =

Did you Know?

a school newspaper-The Bulletin, changed to The Bulldog
about 2,500 students were enrolled in the ‘60’s and '70’s
musical concerts given throughout the year

a drama club that produced plays

a most sought after vocabulary book Word Wealth, believe
it or not students kept a copy

a mascot called “Bertha Bulldog”

next to athletic field a lake- Silver Lake. It later became a
drive-in theater




Know What Else? e - )

e an entire school Conant inspired writing
program - English classes wrote a theme
once a week

e cafeteria that served hot lunches
prepared on sight- smell the cookies!

e junior & senior high students separated
having their own gyms-boys and girls and
separate libraries

e students published A Book of Verse: &
Play ; 1930-120 pages at CLPGH- Main
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WHS classes hold reunions.They o
gather to celebrate their days at the %
House telling their favorite events ,ﬁ}
from the past. These gatherings O,

reflect a pride and loyalty. It means & ﬂ'
something when an alumni say,"| ‘! D

went to the House and I'm a =
Bulldog". '8

L]

While there is no official count, many *s
*
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Nowhere to Hide from Bulldog Pride!

Looking at its past - its history of
outstanding accomplishments- it is easy to
see that the Westinghouse stood as a
symbol of pride and accomplishment.
Today’student body and faculty hold the key
to continuing the legacy. It is that pride and
spirit of championship that can flourish
today. Westinghouse High School Academy N BULLD0GS I~
- where history sparks achievement.

Yes, it can be Westinghouse Forever!




“Westinghouse Forever’- School Song

—_— =
Westinghouse forever, loyal and true

Nothing can ever change our love for

G you. -
‘ Rah! Rah! Rah! %

¢ Westinghouse forever, we’re true to
you.

S We love our colors of gold and blue. ?
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Sources

Memories of a Foregone Era - Carmen Pellegrino

100 Years Century of Learning 1912-2012 - Carmen Pellegrino

Pittsburgh Music History - site
Teenie Harris Collection - Carnegie Museum Pittsburgh
YouTube- “Our Director March-Fight Song”

Dr. Nelson Harrison
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